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GENERAL INFO

www.indianacore40scholars.org/generalinfo.htm

What is the Indiana Core 40 Scholars Initiative?
The Indiana Core 40 Scholars Initiative is an effort by school and area business volunteers to encourage students to complete the challenging high school coursework that will prepare them for jobs and higher education after graduation.

Indiana Core 40 Scholars focuses on three components:

· 
Encourage students to take rigorous high school coursework (Core 40) by bringing in business professionals and their real-world perspective into classrooms.

· 
Support students as they take Core 40 throughout high school with incentives, 
mentoring, and tutoring.

· 
Celebrate with students as they complete Core 40 through a community event 
honoring the newest group of graduating Core 40 Scholars.

Who are Indiana Core 40 Scholars?
Indiana Core 40 Scholars are students who complete the Core 40 curriculum, a specific sequence of high school academic courses in English/language arts, math, science and social studies that are endorsed by Indiana K-12, business and higher education as the best preparation for success in college and the workforce.


Why Become an Indiana Core 40 Scholar?

Indiana's Core 40 curriculum helps students make the most of high school years by providing the academic foundation they will need to succeed in college and the workforce.  

By providing all Indiana students a balanced sequence of academically rigorous high school courses in the core subjects of English/language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies; physical education/health and wellness; and electives including world languages, career/technical, and fine arts, the Core 40 requirement gives all our students the opportunity to compete with the best. That's great news for Indiana students.  

Challenging Courses = Big Rewards.   Students who take strong academic courses in high school are more likely to enroll in college and earn a degree. That’s important, because higher education pays: On average, college graduates earn more than a million dollars more over a lifetime than those with only a high school education.  High school graduates earn 42 percent more than high school dropouts.
More Career Options - Good jobs require education beyond high school.  That means if students want a job that will support themselves and their future families, provide health benefits, and offer a chance for advancement, , they’ll need to complete a 2- or 4-year degree, apprenticeship program, military training, or workforce certification.  If students are planning to go directly to work after high school graduation, they will still need to be prepared for training and retooling throughout their lifetimes.  Core 40 gives students more options — and more opportunities — to find a career with a real future.

What Employers and Training Programs Want. Employers, apprenticeship programs  and the military all agree – they expect students to arrive with essential skills, including speaking and writing clearly, analyzing information, conducting research, and solving complex problems. The expectations are the same: Students need Core 40.

Preparation for College Success. It’s not just about getting in — it’s about finishing. To succeed in college-level work, students need to complete Core 40 in high school.  Anything less may mean taking remedial (high school) coursework in college, which means it will take students longer to finish and cost  more in college tuition. It also means students will have a greater chance of dropping out before they get their degree.  That’s why Core 40 is a college admissions requirement: In fall 2011 students won’t be able to start at a 4-year public Indiana college without Core 40 (or a documented equivalent). Most private colleges require students to have at least this level of high school academic preparation.  Core 40 is the best preparation for success.

Money for College.  The Core 40 diploma can help students earn money for college.  Indiana students who complete a Core 40 diploma and meet other income-eligible financial aid requirements can receive up to 90% of approved tuition and fees at eligible colleges.  Core 40 with Academic Honors graduates can receive up to 100% and some Indiana colleges also offer their own scholarships specifically for students who earn this diploma.  Core 40 pays.
Core 40 becomes Indiana's required high school curriculum in the fall of 2007. Students entering high school at that time will be expected to complete Core 40 course and credit requirements. To graduate with less than Core 40, a student must complete a formal opt-out process involving parental consent. 

INDIANA CORE 4- SCHOLARS COMMUNITY TOOL-KIT

www.indianacore40scholars.org/toolkit.htm

Below you will find the tools you need to make the most of Indian Core 40 Scholars in your area.  We are ever-improving the initiative and welcome any feedback regarding how we can make it better.  Please email ajam@che.state.in.us with any suggestions you may have.

Incentive and Support ideas
8th Grade Presentation
Core 40 Information
Forms
Sample press release
Sample letter for business
Sample letter for schools
Training
Supplemental Slides and Information
Other Resources

 



INCENTIVE IDEAS:

The following are incentive and support ideas that Indiana Core 40 Scholars pilot schools have used during their implementation of the initiative. Please feel free to use any of these ideas in your own community. And, please email Indiana Core 40 Scholars with any new suggestions you might have so that we can share with communities across the state. 

Incentives: 

· Using local grant scholarship money to provide financial incentives for receiving a Core 40 or Academic Honors diploma

· Tier Recognition program at the end of the school year for students staying on track to complete the Indiana Core 40 Scholars course of study (Examples: ice cream socials for 9th graders, pizza party for 10th graders, a cookout for 11th graders and the community-wide celebration for 12th graders) 

· Annual Indiana Core 40 Scholars breakfast Graduation recognition and other special recognition awards 

· Certificates for 8th & 9th graders that have a 4-year course to complete the Indiana core 40 Scholars course of study

· Core 40 decals/stickers on diplomas 

· Pins or medallions to be worn at graduation by Indiana Core 40 Scholars Support: 

· Local business persons serving as mentors for individuals or small groups of Core 40 Scholars 

 



8TH GRADE PRESENTATION:
Click below to download the 8th Grade Power Point Presentation for Indiana Core 40 Scholars Initiative. This is to be utilized by business champions and school officials:
(Right click the link above and click "save target as" to save to your computer) 
8th Grade Power Point Presentation
(power point file)

Tips for Presenters
(word file)
Tips for Presenters
(power point file)

Training Packet
(pdf)

^top^
 



CORE 40 INFORMATION

Core 40 Brochure (pdf)

Core 40 Logo
General Core 40 Information
FORMS

Scholars 8th Grade Commitment (word file)

School District Evaluation  (word file)

Business Champion Presentation Evaluation (word file) 

 



SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE

For Schools (word file)
For Businesses (word file)
 



SAMPLE LETTER FOR BUSINESS

Business to Business Letter (word file)
 



TRAINING:
To watch streaming video of the Indiana Core 40 Scholars 8th grade presentation training session please use the link below. 

http://research.ihets.org/research/vod/core_40/core_40.jsp



SUPPLEMENTAL SLIDES AND INFORMATION
· Moving Forward with Core 40
Power Point Presentations
Q&A Document
 

· Download the P-16 Brochure and Power Point.
Brochure
Power Point
 

· A report from the National Association of Manufacturers
The Looming Workforce Crisis: Preparing American Workers for 21st Century Competition
 

· A poll by the Horatio Alger Association showed that nearly three-quarters of the teenagers surveyed are in favor of requiring four years of math and science in high school and that more than eight in 10 support exit exam requirements. These findings reinforce results of Achieve's poll of recent high school graduates, the majority of whom said that they would have worked harder if their schools had demanded more of them. 

