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Dear Advancing Academic Excellence Project Director:

Lumina Foundation for Education is proud to continue its support of the Advancing Academic Excellence program, encouraging students as they work to earn college credits in high school.  AAE  aligns with Lumina’s mission to increase access to postsecondary education, especially for low-income, first-generation students of color.  Research indicates that the strongest predictor of success in college is a student’s exposure to a rigorous high school curriculum.  This is why Lumina funds a national initiative to help students know the steps they need to take to get to college.  KnowHow2GO emphasizes the need for students to “take the tough classes” in order to prepare themselves to be successful in college.   

Unfortunately, educational opportunity in the United States is not equally available to all Americans, and the United States is losing ground internationally in the number of citizens who are college educated.  It will become increasingly important to expand the number of Americans with college degrees, not only for our nation’s economic success globally, but also for the success of each American, especially as our nation grows more and more diverse.  AAE prepares students of diverse backgrounds to succeed in college, which is critical as Lumina seeks to reach our Big Goal of increasing the higher educational attainment rate of the United States to 60 percent by 2025, or 16 million more students graduating college than do currently.  We will continue to collect and disseminate data to document change, influence policy reform and attract additional funding for rigorous academic programs.

As an AAE project director, you will be joining 34 others as the AAE program enters its third phase.  Since 2005, the number of students enrolled in college level courses at AAE high schools has risen from 1,949 to 5,051.  Students of color and low-income students have made significant strides in the successful completion of college level courses.  Over the next four years, it will be important to develop a plan to ensure the AAE program’s sustainability and success after the conclusion of the third phase.  

Thank you to Sue Reynolds and Judy Libby for providing leadership as the AAE program enters its seventh year.    Thank you to all current and future AAE project directors for your vision and hard work in implementing the AAE program in your schools.  We are excited to extend the scope of this work to reach even more underrepresented students across the state who may not otherwise have had the opportunity to “take the tough classes” to prepare themselves for college.  

If you have any questions about Lumina Foundation or the work we do, please visit our Web-site at www.luminafoundation.org or feel free to contact me at jkramer@luminafoundation.org.

Sincerely,

Jill Robinson Kramer

