International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme at Pike High School
What is the IB Programme? 
      The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme is a rigorous pre-university course of studies leading to an IB Diploma for highly motivated secondary school students.  IB courses are offered during 11th and 12 grades only.  Pre-IB courses (Honors) are offered in 9th and 10th grades.  Students must take IB courses and examinations in each of the six subject groups (English, Foreign Language, Social Studies, Science, Math, and Arts & Electives) during this time period. IB offers standard and higher level exams to meet individual needs of students.  A passing grade on an exam often earns college credit much like an AP exam. An IB Diploma is considered the most prestigious high school certification by the top colleges and universities in the world.  All IB courses have the highest weighted grade.
     The Diploma Programme offers special features in addition to the traditional strengths of a liberal arts curriculum.  Successful completion of these following special features is required in addition to the completion of the six subject exams.  

· Completion of the interdisciplinary, two-semester Theory of Knowledge (TOK) course which is designed to develop a coherent approach to learning which transcends and unifies the academic areas and encourages appreciation of other cultural perspectives.  TOK challenges students to question assumptions about knowledge, to be aware of subjective and ideological biases, and to develop a personal mode of thought, using analysis of evidence expressed in rational argument.  Students will take this course during 12th grade.  
· Completion of the Extended Essay (research paper) that offers the opportunities to investigate a topic of special interests and acquaints students with the independent research and writing skills expected at university level.  Students will prepare this essay in junior IB English class.   

· Completion of 150 hours total of the Creativity, Action, Service requirement (CAS) which encourages students to be involved in creative pursuits, physical activities, and community service projects in local, national or international contexts.  Students may begin this June of sophomore year and must complete it by March of senior year.
What type of student should consider applying for our Honors courses (Pre IB) in 9th and 10th grade in preparation of the IB classes in 11th and 12th grade?
A student who meets the following requirements:


· One who desires an intellectual and academic challenge

· One who is self-motivated and an independent learner
· One who possesses strong written and oral communication skills

· One who enjoys learning and is open to new ideas and alternative thinking

· One who participates in school and community activities

· One who has a teacher recommendation AND approximately 80 percentiles, or higher, on national tests 
What are the Curriculum Requirements?
     Students who wish to be a part of the PRE-IB Programme should complete and earn an “A” or “B” in first year  world language and first year algebra in middle school and should enroll in the following classes in 9th grade:
~English Honors

                                                   ~Biology Honors

~World History AP
                                                               ~Geometry Honors or Geo.Alg.

~Foreign Language (Spanish, French, German or Latin)
In 10th grade students should continue with the recommended Pre-IB curriculum found in the Course Description Book.  
What are the academic requirements?
The IB Academic Honor Code signed by student and parent will be strictly enforced.
The IB Diploma student must strive to maintain a semester grade of “B” or better in Honors (Pre IB) and IB courses.  Students will need to seek other choices if a grade falls below a “C”.
Students must demonstrate the skills for and commit to the IB Programme by mid-year of the 10th grade to allow for registration for IB courses in 11th grade.
