TEXT READING SKILLS

	Contact
	Margie Wildblood

	Region
	Twenty-first Century Scholars Support Site, Indiana University Kokomo

	Phone
	765-455-9573

	Email
	Mwildblood@ssaci.state.in.us  or  mwildblo@iuk.edu


	GRADE LEVEL(S)
	7th Grade and above

	STUDENT INDICATOR(S)
	Students will develop strategies for reading and understanding textbooks. 

	TIME REQUIRED
	60 minutes

	MATERIALS NEEDED
	Power Point Presentation: Text Reading Skills

Handouts: copies of Power Point Slides

                 Word Documents: Signal Words

                                               Identifying Main Ideas

                                               Enumerations

                                               Locating Answers to Prepared Questions

	ACTIVITY SUMMARY
	Students will review a Power Point Presentation detailing 2 strategies for reading textbook or informational material. Handouts will be provided on specific strategies. Students will complete worksheets to practice reading strategies.

	PROCEDURE
	STEP ONE: Slide 1. Title and objectives. Explain to students that there is no mystery to reading and understanding textbooks. There are ways to get the most out of reading material. Highlight the objectives of this lesson.

STEP TWO: Slide 2. Introduce first reading strategy: SQ3R

STEP THREE: Slides 3-7. Explain each of 5 steps of SQ3R method.

STEP FOUR: Slide 8. Introduce second reading strategy: PRWR

STEP FIVE: Slides 9-13. Explain each of 4 steps of PRWR method.

STEP SIX: Slide 14.  Have students complete the exercises on Signal Words, Identifying Main Ideas, Enumerations, and Locating Answers to Prepared Questions.

	EVALUATION:  How will you know what percentage of the students have mastered the identified guidance indicators?
	Students will complete practice exercises that demonstrate understanding of  key reading strategies.

	CITATION(S)

You may include copyrighted materials in “materials needed,” but do not reproduce copyrighted materials in your lesson plan.  Non-copyrighted materials should be included in your lesson plan and cited here.  
	Doing Well in College

By John Langan and Judith Nadell

McGraw-Hill, Inc.

1980, pp. 44-82


SIGNAL WORDS PRACTICE

Below are some of the signal words often used by writers. Place each word under its proper heading.


For example


yet


most significant


Moreover


also


however


Most important

another


such as


But



for instance

especially valuable

Emphasis signals (show importance)

Addition signals (give more information)
____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

Illustration signals (give examples)

Change-of-direction signals (modify idea)
____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

Circle all the signal words in the selections that follow. Write in the margin beside each word whether it is an emphasis, addition, change-of-direction, or illustration signal.

One of the oldest and most persistent desires of human beings has been to indulge in mood-changing and pleasure-giving practices. For instance, diverse cultures have engaged in the drinking of alcoholic beverages of all descriptions. But as with most pleasures, over-indulgence can be harmful to oneself and others. Also, not everyone agrees that drinking or using other mood modifiers should be an accepted pleasure.

Energy is used to cause chemical changes. For example, a chemical change occurs in the electroplating of metals when electrical energy is passed through a salt solution in which the metal is submerged. A chemical change also occurs when radiant energy from the sun is utilized by plants in the process of photosynthesis. Moreover, as we saw, a chemical change occurs when heat causes mercuric oxide to decompose. Chemical changes are often used to produce energy rather than new substances. The heat or thrust generated during the combustion of fuels is more important than the products formed.

*Excerpted from Doing Well in College, by John Langan and Judith Nadell, McGraw Hill Inc., 1980, p. 79.

SIGNAL WORDS PRACTICE Key
Below are some of the signal words often used by writers. Place each word under its proper heading.


For example


yet


most significant


Moreover


also


however


Most important

another


such as


But



for instance

especially valuable

Emphasis signals (show importance)

Addition signals (give more information)
_____most important___________

______another________________

_____most significant__________

______also___________________

____especially valuable_________

______moreover______________

Illustration signals (give examples)

Change-of-direction signals (modify idea)
____for example_______________

______but ___________________

____for instance_______________

______yet____________________

____such as___________________

______however________________

Circle all the signal words in the selections that follow. Write in the margin beside each word whether it is an emphasis, addition, change-of-direction, or illustration signal.

One of the oldest and most persistent desires of human beings has been to indulge in mood-changing and pleasure-giving practices. For instance, diverse cultures have engaged in the drinking of alcoholic beverages of all descriptions. But as with most pleasures, over-indulgence can be harmful to oneself and others. Also, not everyone agrees that drinking or using other mood modifiers should be an accepted pleasure.

Energy is used to cause chemical changes. For example, a chemical change occurs in the electroplating of metals when electrical energy is passed through a salt solution in which the metal is submerged. A chemical change also occurs when radiant energy from the sun is utilized by plants in the process of photosynthesis. Moreover, as we saw, a chemical change occurs when heat causes mercuric oxide to decompose. Chemical changes are often used to produce energy rather than new substances. The heat or thrust generated during the combustion of fuels is more important than the products formed.

*Excerpted from Doing Well in College, by John Langan and Judith Nadell, McGraw Hill Inc., 1980, p. 79.

PRACTICE IDENTIFYING MAIN IDEAS*
Under the two paragraphs are four general statements. Decide which statement best expresses the main idea of the paragraph. Circle the letter of that statement. Remember that all or most of the material in the paragraph should develop the statement you choose.

Of late the drug methadone is being used in some treatment programs for heroin addicts. Methadone has some advantages over heroin. It is cheap and it usually does not produce strong euphoria. It can be used as an effective substitute for heroin, and the heroin addict substituting methadone is not reduced to theft or prostitution. However, methadone is addictive. And the long-term symptoms associated with methadone are similar to those associated with heroin: constipation and loss of appetite. Heroin addicts who substitute methadone are still addicts. They have been helped, not cured. But perhaps in some instances this limited goal is the only practical one.

a. Methadone has some advantages over heroin.

b. Methadone has both advantages and disadvantages.

c. Methadone is addictive.

d. The long-term symptoms of methadone resemble heroin symptoms.

Meanwhile, factory and automobile pollution increased. Rivers turned into stinking sewers from industrial wastes; fish and plant life in lakes died; and city populations choked and gasped in smog. A series of rocket expeditions to the moon began in 1969, but many asked in mounting cynicism how a nation so afflicted with grave problems at home could continue spending astronomical sums on such exploits. Fueled by the panic of growing numbers of drug addicts for money, crime rates soared. Entire sections of great cities displayed empty sidewalks at night, the residents hidden behind locked doors and windows, which often were broken in by burglars. Candidates for political office could ride to victory on the law-and-order issue almost by itself. Twisting and warping every other problem, and producing massive protest and disillusionment, was the seemingly endless war in Vietnam.

a. Pollution and crime were on the increase in the United States.

b. Many began to question the country’s priorities.

c. The Vietnam was responsible for a growing number of problems in the United States.

d. Conditions in the United States grew worse.

*Excerpted from Doing Well in College, by John Langan and Judith Nadell, McGraw Hill Inc., 1980, pp. 80-81.

PRACTICE IDENTIFYING MAIN IDEAS*  Key
Under the two paragraphs are four general statements. Decide which statement best expresses the main idea of the paragraph. Circle the letter of that statement. Remember that all or most of the material in the paragraph should develop the statement you choose.

Of late the drug methadone is being used in some treatment programs for heroin addicts. Methadone has some advantages over heroin. It is cheap and it usually does not produce strong euphoria. It can be used as an effective substitute for heroin, and the heroin addict substituting methadone is not reduced to theft or prostitution. However, methadone is addictive. And the long-term symptoms associated with methadone are similar to those associated with heroin: constipation and loss of appetite. Heroin addicts who substitute methadone are still addicts. They have been helped, not cured. But perhaps in some instances this limited goal is the only practical one.

a. Methadone has some advantages over heroin.

b. Methadone has both advantages and disadvantages.

c. Methadone is addictive.

d. The long-term symptoms of methadone resemble heroin symptoms.

Meanwhile, factory and automobile pollution increased. Rivers turned into stinking sewers from industrial wastes; fish and plant life in lakes died; and city populations choked and gasped in smog. A series of rocket expeditions to the moon began in 1969, but many asked in mounting cynicism how a nation so afflicted with grave problems at home could continue spending astronomical sums on such exploits. Fueled by the panic of growing numbers of drug addicts for money, crime rates soared. Entire sections of great cities displayed empty sidewalks at night, the residents hidden behind locked doors and windows, which often were broken in by burglars. Candidates for political office could ride to victory on the law-and-order issue almost by itself. Twisting and warping every other problem, and producing massive protest and disillusionment, was the seemingly endless war in Vietnam.

a. Pollution and crime were on the increase in the United States.

b. Many began to question the country’s priorities.

c. The Vietnam was responsible for a growing number of problems in the United States.

d. Conditions in the United States grew worse.

*Excerpted from Doing Well in College, by John Langan and Judith Nadell, McGraw Hill Inc., 1980, pp. 80-81.

PRACTICE WITH ENUMERATIONS*

In the selection below, number 1,2, and 3 the disadvantages that going steady can have for young people. Note that each of the disadvantages will be indicate by a signal word. Develop the habit of looking for and numbering all the enumerations in a chapter.

From a psychological point of view, going steady long before one is ready to think seriously about marriage has several disadvantages. First, going steady prevents a person from learning about different types of individuals of the opposite sex. The girl who has dated boys who differ widely in intelligence, flexibility, mood, and other personality characteristics is in a far better position to select a suitable marriage partner than the girl who has gone out with only one or two boys all her life.

Another difficulty with going steady is that it often leads to early marriage. Since early marriages tend to lead to a disproportionate number of divorces, going steady early in adolescence should be discouraged. Still another problem with going steady is that it increases the possibility of sexual involvement, a situation many adolescents are not prepared to deal with. For example, studies indicate that most unwed mothers in their teens were going steady when they got pregnant.

You should have put a 1 in front of “prevents learning about different types of individuals of the opposite sex”, a 2 in front of “often leads to early marriage”, and 3 in front of “increases the possibility of sexual involvement.” 

When you take study notes on enumerations, be sure to include a heading that explains what a list is about. For example, because the list below does not have a descriptive heading, the notes are not clear:

1. Prevents a person from learning about different types of individuals of opposite sex

2. Often leads to early marriage

3. Increases the possibility of sexual involvement

On the other hand, your notes would be clear and helpful if they included a heading describing what the list is about:


Disadvantages of Going Steady Too Soon

*Excerpted from Doing Well in College, by John Langan and Judith Nadell, McGraw Hill Inc., 1980, pp. 66-67.

PRACTICE LOCATING ANSWERS TO BASIC QUESTIONS ABOUT MAIN HEADS*

Read the following selections to find the answer to the basic question or questions asked. Write your answer(s) in the space provided.

1. Question: Who is on the Council of Economic Advisors?

THE COUNCIL OF ECONOMIC ADVISORS
The President is assisted in economic matters by a Council of Economic Advisors, which consists of three members appointed by him and approved by the Senate. These three council members are professional economists who analyze and interpret economic development and recommend national economic policy to the President. The council was created by the Congress with the passage of the Employment Act of 1946.

Answer:_______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. Questions: Who created the Peace Corps? Why was the Peace Corps created?

THE PEACE CORPS

In the hope of winning back some of the friends the United States had alienated by the Bay of Pigs invasion, in September of 1961 President Kennedy created the Peace Corps, one of the most popular measures of his administration. The Peace Corps was composed of Americans of all ages who volunteered to work for token wages in virtually every nation outside the Communist bloc. Their task was to teach and to work with native citizens of the country in any way that would be of help. More than 3,000 men and women, many of them idealistic young people, flocked to join the Peace Corps, which was directed by President Kennedy’s brother-in-law Sargent Shriver. Their work and that of thousands of additional volunteers elicited an almost uniformly favorable response throughout the world and contributed significantly to restoring American prestige on the international scene.

Answers: _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

*Excerpted from Doing Well in College, by John Langan and Judith Nadell, McGraw Hill Inc., 1980, pp 76-78.

LOCATING ANSWERS TO BASIC QUESTIONS ABOUT MAIN HEADS* Key
Read the following selections to find the answer to the basic question or questions asked. Write your answer(s) in the space provided.

1. Question: Who is on the Council of Economic Advisors?

THE COUNCIL OF ECONOMIC ADVISORS

The President is assisted in economic matters by a Council of Economic Advisors, which consists of three members appointed by him and approved by the Senate. These three council members are professional economists who analyze and interpret economic development and recommend national economic policy to the President. The council was created by the Congress with the passage of the Employment Act of 1946.

Answer:   Three professional economists appointed by the President and approved by the Senate

2. Questions: Who created the Peace Corps? Why was the Peace Corps created?

THE PEACE CORPS

In the hope of winning back some of the friends the United States had alienated by the Bay of Pigs invasion, in September of 1961 President Kennedy created the Peace Corps, one of the most popular measures of his administration. The Peace Corps was composed of Americans of all ages who volunteered to work for token wages in virtually every nation outside the Communist bloc. Their task was to teach and to work with native citizens of the country in any way that would be of help. More than 3,000 men and women, many of them idealistic young people, flocked to join the Peace Corps, which was directed by President Kennedy’s brother-in-law Sargent Shriver. Their work and that of thousands of additional volunteers elicited an almost uniformly favorable response throughout the world and contributed significantly to restoring American prestige on the international scene.

Answers: President Kennedy

                To teach and to work with native citizens of a country in a way that would be of help


    Note: The political purpose of creating the Peace Corps was to win back some of the



  friends of the United States who had been alienated by the Bay of Pigs



  invasion.

*Excerpted from Doing Well in College, by John Langan and Judith Nadell, McGraw Hill Inc., 1980, pp 76-78.






