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At our last School Counseling Advisory Council meeting, we discussed our core convictions about students, learning, and education.  We also talked about our vision for student achievement and the ideal adult and student behaviors that would move us toward our idea.  We concluded our meeting by talking about our ideal data for student achievement.  At our next meeting, we will spend time analyzing current data in the areas of 1) student achievement and 2) student choices.  We will talk about our priorities in each of these areas.

PART A – ACADEMIC GOALS
Academic goals define the level of academic achievement that we would like our students to achieve.  Some academic goals are very broad in nature, for example, increasing the percentage of students who pass the state test for math.  Others are more specific such as increasing the percentage of eighth graders who earn two credits in Algebra I.  Sometimes, academic goals focus on the academic achievement of all students.  Other times, academic goals focus on a specific student group (e.g. low-income students, boys, or special education students) who are experiencing a gap in achievement.  For example, an appropriate academic priority in some goals might be increasing the percentage of special education students who graduate from high school in four years. 
Step 1:
Review the ACHIEVEMENT DATA REPORT found in this packet.

Step 2:
FOCUS AREAS:  
Circle the items that you believe should be a focus areas for the school counseling program because achieving in these areas will enable students to be 1) successful at the next educational level, and 2) productive members of a global economy.  The school counseling program will later be designed to support these academic goals.
Step 3:
CONCERNS:  Check the items that you are concerned about because 1) few students are reaching the achievement benchmark, or 2) few students within a specific student group are reaching the benchmark.  
Step 4:
STUDENT GROUP:  As you review the data, do you find evidence of achievement gaps?  In other words, do you find groups of students that are not achieving as well as their peers?  Be prepared to identify those groups at our next meeting.
PART B – STUDENT CHOICE GOALS

All students make choices that may support or interfere with their learning.  For example, students who choose to complete their homework on time are making a choice that supports learning while students who fail to complete homework are making a choice that interferes with learning.  In addition to homework completion, attendance, class participation, asking for help when needed, student behavior, and rigorous course enrollment are all student choices that impact achievement. 

Step 1:
Review the STUDENT CHOICE DATA REPORT found in this packet.

Step 2:
FOCUS AREAS:  
Circle each item that you believe should be a priority for our school counseling program because students making sound choices in that area will be more likely to achieve at a high level.
Step 3:
CONCERN:  Check the items that you are concerned about because 1) few students are making sound choices in the area, or 2) few students within a specific student group are making sound choices in that area.  
NEXT MEETING

Our next meeting will be held on (data) at (location) from (start time) to (end time).  Please bring the materials in this packet with you to the meeting.

Thank you again for agreeing to serve on our School Counseling Advisory Council.  
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