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Over the past several months, we have established rationale for raising student achievement and discussed a vision for student achievement based on our core convictions and including 1) ideal adult behavior and attitudes, 2) ideal student behavior and attitudes, and 3) ideal achievement data.  We also talked about our academic priorities and student choice priorities.  At our next School Counseling Advisory Council meeting, we will discuss our 1) guidance priorities and 2) counseling priorities.  Before this meeting, please analyze the data in this packet.
PART A – GUIDANCE PRIORITIES
When students have sound academic, career, and personal-social guidance, they tend to make choices that support high achievement.  For example, when middle school students understand the impact of a college education on one’s income potential and college admission requirements, they are more likely to enroll in Algebra in eighth grade.   Elementary students who are skilled in conflict resolution are less likely to be suspended for fighting or challenging authority.  High school students who know about the availability of academic support are more likely to ask for help.  As you review the guidance data found in this packet, please consider the student choice priorities that we discussed at our last meeting.  What knowledge and skills do students need in order to make sound choices in our priority areas?  

Step 1:
Review the GUIDANCE SURVEY REPORT.
Step 2:
FOCUS AREAS:  
Circle each item that you believe should be a focus area for our school counseling program because students possessing this knowledge or skill will be more likely to make sound decisions in areas that impact academic achievement.
Step 3:
CONCERN:  Check the items you selected as areas of concern because students possessing this knowledge or skill will be more likely to make sound decisions in areas that impact academic achievement and the survey data indicate that our students do not have the knowledge or skill.
Step 4:
STUDENT GROUP:  As you review the data, do you find evidence of differences between student groups with regard to their academic, career, and/or social-personal knowledge / skills?  Please be prepared to identify those student groups at our next meeting.
PART B – COUNSELING PRIORITIES
Today’s students face a multitude of personal and social issues which interfere with learning such as bullying, loss of a loved one, and relationship issues.  As you review the counseling data in this packet, please identify areas that challenge our students and may be interfering with their learning.  
Step 1:
Review the COUNSELING SURVEY REPORT found in this packet.
Step 2:
FOCUS AREAS:  Circle the items that you believe the School Counseling Program should address through counseling interventions because several students identify these areas as concerns which are interfering with learning.

Step 3:
CONCERN:  Put a check next to the items you selected as areas of concern (above) that you believe need to be emphasized because many students have identified the concern or the concern is critically important to the student’s well-being.
Step 4:

STUDENT GROUP:  As you review the data, do you find evidence of differences between student groups?  Please be prepared to identify those student groups at our next meeting.
NEXT MEETING

Our next meeting will be held on (data) at (location) from (start time) to (end time).  Please bring the materials in this packet with you to the meeting.

Thank you again for agreeing to serve on our School Counseling Advisory Council.  We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting.
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