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Redesigning School Counseling

REVIEW & REVISE

SAMPLE VISION STATEMENT – HIGH SCHOOL

We believe all students deserve to be surrounded by a culture where adults not only hold high EXPECTATIONS for every student but also clearly convey those expectations to the every student in concrete terms. We believe that all students deserve a rich and vast array of OPTIONS for the future. We believe that all students deserves sound educational and career GUIDANCE so they can develop meaningful educational and career GOALS. We believe that all students deserve a clearly defined PATHWAYS that will lead them to their personal educational and career goals. We believe that all students deserve a rigorous CURRICULUM, engaging INSTRUCTION, and EXTRA HELP as needed in order to progress along the pathway to their personal educational and career goals.
In this school and community where adults are living by their core convictions, the adults in the school and community have joined forces to provide sound guidance for every student in the areas of academic, career, and personal-social development. At the foundation of this system is a culture of high expectations for all students which are regularly conveyed to students in clear and concrete terms. Adults expect all students to continue education past high school and complete a postsecondary certificate or degree. *** Educators and community members have designed a guidance system in which 1) educators and community members provide lessons on aspects of academic and career development, and 2) adults meet individually with every student regularly to provide academic and career guidance. Adults require students to 1) develop a career goal and postsecondary education goal, and then 2) develop a four-year high school course plan that if successfully followed will enable the students to reach their goals. *** Community organizations join forces with the schools to bring a common message to students about how to best prepare for college: 1)Be a pain, 2) Push yourself, 3) Find the right fit, 4) Put your hands on some cash. In addition, the school and community organizations join forces to put on community-wide events such as "Sign-Up-for-Twenty-first-Century-Scholars Day," "Shadow-a-College-Kid Day," "Apply-to-College Day," and "Fill-Out-the-FAFSA Day." Community organizations also provide opportunities for academic support such as local youth clubs or places of worship sponsoring "Homework Clubs" after school with tutors available for students. *** Adults refer students with personal and/or social problems that interfere with learning to the school counselors for individual and group counseling.
In this school and community, where adults live by their core convictions, every student has participated in career exploration activities including multiple career interest inventories and work-site experiences including field trips, information interviews, job shadowing, and internships. Every student has identified a career area (e.g. medicine) of interest and has researched potential careers (e.g. pediatrician). Every student has developed a career goal, a postsecondary education goal that compliments his or her interests and aptitudes. Each student also has a written four-year high school course plan that includes the Indiana Core 40 courses and other courses that will prepare the student for success in postsecondary education and to be productive in a global economy. All students have also 1) identified a high school GPA goal, 2) know where to find academic support (tutoring) in the school and community if their grades are not in line with their GPA goal, and 3) participate as needed to maintain their GPA goal. All students have a postsecondary transition plan including 1) registration for Twenty-first Century Scholars, 2) multiple campus visits, 3) postsecondary application, 4) FAFSA completion, 5) merit-based scholarship research, and 6) merit-based scholarship application.

What are the ideal levels of student choices and student achievement in a building where the adults are living by their core convictions? 

ACHIEVEMENT
· % of students who graduate with a Core 40 with Honors diploma: 
100% 

· % of students who earn a 3 or higher on an AP exam: 
100% 

· % of students who pass the Algebra I End-of-Course Assessment: 
100% 
· % of students who pass the Algebra II End-of-Course Assessment: 
100% 

· % of students who pass the English 11 End-of-Course Assessment: 
100% 

· % of students who pass the Biology I End-of-Course Assessment: 
100% 

· % of students who earn a 1200 or higher on the SAT (math + critical reading): 
100% 

· % of students who earn a 26 or higher on the ACT: 
100%

STUDENT CHOICES
· % with fewer than five absences per year
100%

· % of students not referred for substance abuse 
100%
· % of students who choose to earn an Indiana Core 40 with Honors (academic or technical) Diploma
100%
· % of free-reduced lunch students enrolled in the Twenty-first Century Scholars Program
100%
· % taking the PLAN or PSAT assessment
100%
· % taking the SAT or ACT assessment
100%

· % visiting a postsecondary education campus
100%

· % of 12th grade students who complete a postsecondary education application
100%

· % of college-bound students who complete a FAFSA
100%
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