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	Indiana Student Achievement Institute

Raising the Bar (  Meeting the Challenge


Title I Schoolwide Toolkit

Student Transition (  Overview

Early Childhood Transition is one of the 10 components that are required by NCLB for Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I elementary schools with Schoolwide programs need to develop an Early Childhood Transition strategy as part of their Schoolwide Plan.  The Student Transition strategy corresponds to the InSAI strategy 21-L.  
The Indiana Department of Education would like all schools to develop a transition plan to help new students adjust to their building and curriculum.

The Student Transition strategy should include methods and a timeline to provide collaboration opportunities for staff to develop and implement common assessments, curriculum, instruction, programs, professional development, and parent involvement as well as specific transition activities. The goal of transition strategy plans is to prepare incoming students for the classroom and the curriculum.
Schools school contact staff at the sending school(s) to set up meetings to discuss transition strategy plans.  Meetings should include parents and staff from the sending school and private schools along with representatives from federal and community programs such as Head Start, Early Head Start, local library, youth service organizations (YMCA, Boys Club), early childhood centers>


All Schools

· Public sending schools

· Private sending schools

· Community library

· Youth service organizations (YMCA, Boys Club)

· Migrant services

· Minority services

· Domestic violence shelters

· Social service agencies



Elementary Schools (required)
· Head Start 
· Early Head Start

· Other federal preschool programs

The focus of Student Transition strategy plans is to build relationships among the school and the students and their parents prior to the students’ enrollment in the school.  If school develops a bond with families of incoming students, then these families will become more involved, supportive, and engaged in the learning process of their children throughout their children’s K-12 experience.  The transition to the first year in the school building is especially important because it lays the foundation for all other experiences for the family.  It is the best time to establish a long term relationship with families and public schools.
Transition activities should start when the student is at the sending school and should extend throughout the first year at the school.  
What do families and students need to know?

All Levels
· Schedules

· Curriculum

· Rules and procedures

· Expectations for classroom engagement (and consequences)
· Expectations for homework completion (and consequences)

· Academic readiness levels
· Opportunity for parent involvement

· Opportunities for student involvement

· How to contact teacher(s)

· How to obtain extra help (tutoring)
Elementary Level
· Students will have friends in kindergarten.  They need to have time to meet peers who will be in their kindergarten classroom and/or to meet older students who will become their “buddies” at school and help them adjust to the kindergarten experience.

Middle School - Additional
· The importance of preparing for the 9th grade Core 40 curriculum

· Availability of high school courses in middle school
High School - Additional
· Rational for enrolling in rigorous courses (global economy / standard of living / job security)

· High school diploma types

· Credits, GPA, class rank
· College admissions requirements
· Financial aid basics
· Availability of college-level courses in high school (AP, International Baccalaureate, dual credit)

· Indiana Graduation Plan (four-year-course plan / career plan / postsecondary plan)

· High school course offerings, scheduling procedures

Sample Strategies:

IMPORTANT:  Schools should develop a separate strategy for each transition activity.  The description should state how you will collaborate with the staff at the sending school(s) to develop the strategy.

NOTE:  Parent activities should be held at times when parents are available.  Schools may wish to hold activities during the day and at night to ensure that all parents have an opportunity to attend.  Student activities should be held during the school day to ensure that all students benefit from the activity.  Student activities may be aligned with activities designed to help them master the Indiana Academic Standards.
· School visits

· Opportunities to meet staff (open houses, faculty teas)
· Home visits

· Small group discussions

· Opportunities for observations

· Shadowing a student at the next level

· Student workshops

· Parent Workshops 
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