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	Indiana Student Achievement Institute

Raising the Bar (  Meeting the Challenge


Title I Schoolwide Toolkit

Early Childhood Transition (  Sample Strategies

· Kindergarten visits at elementary schools by preschool students and parents  during preschool year, summer, and start of school,  and ongoing through Kindergarten year  (arrange visits in  small groups)

· Preschool-Kindergarten teacher collaboration (meetings to align curriculum, assessments, instructional programs)

· Preschool-Kindergarten teacher training (provide professional development workshops for PK-K staff)

· Preschool-Kindergarten teacher “in my shoes” day ( teachers trade places for one day to teach one another’s classrooms)

· Preschool-Kindergarten teacher “Visit-My-School Day” (staff visits each others’ schools)

· Home visits by Kindergarten staff to preschool homes

· Home learning packets for preschool families to prepare children for Kindergarten  (summer booklists, learning activities)

· Kindergarten “Get to Know Kindergarten” DVD for preschools and families (DVD of School, Kindergarten, Staff, Program, Activities)

· Enrollment information for families

· Bilingual staff during enrollment and first days of Kindergarten

· Buddy program for new Kindergarten students (pair with older elementary student)

· Parent Support Group for Families of Kindergarten Students

· Newsletters to Preschool Families from Kindergarten staff

· Transfer information and records from preschool to kindergarten program (release of information forms
· Develop a resource  booklet (brochure, flyer) about school Kindergarten program

· Survey Preschool families about needs for transition

· Develop parent volunteer activities for Kindergarten classrooms

· Provide information and meetings for parents with special needs

· Hold early start events for families of Kindergarten students (picnics, dinner, cook out, fair, orientation)

· Create student portfolios for preschool students to transfer to Kindergarten 

· Partner with PTA/PTO for parent involvement activities

· Screen Preschool students during the summer prior to Kindergarten (To identify students for Full Day Kindergarten and Enrichment Programs) 
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