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Title I Schoolwide Toolkit

School~Parent Compact  (  Overview

The School~Parent Compact is a required parent involvement component by NCLB for all Title I Schools, including Schoolwide Programs.  Title I schools with Schoolwide programs need to jointly develop with parents a School~Parent Compact as part of their School Parent Involvement Policy and to review, revise and improve the compact during annual parent conferences.  The School~Parent Compact corresponds to the InSAI strategy 21-S.  Evidence of the compact, distribution to parents, discussion with parents, and feedback should be placed behind InSAI Tab 19-L.

The compact is a written agreement between schools and families who commit to working together to help all students achieve high academic standards. Compacts are required for schools to develop but voluntary for parents to participate.  The compact describes the responsibilities of school staff, families and students (and sometimes community members) for improving student achievement and for building a partnership.  Compacts should be presented to families in a language and format that they can understand. Parents are not required by the Indiana Department of Education to sign the compacts.

In order for students to be successful in the 21st Century, they must develop high level skills and knowledge. By working together, parents and schools can help students attain these skills and be prepared for post high school learning opportunities such as college and technical training.  For all students to attain these goals, they need a strong, united school-family alliance that supports, engages, and challenges them from the time they start Kindergarten until they graduate from high school.

The Indiana Department of Education requires that the compact include a description of how the school will provide a safe, effective and supportive learning environment, classes with interesting, motivating and challenging curriculum that promotes student achievement, and high expectations for every child to master Indiana academic achievement standards.  Schools are also required to implement effective, ongoing communication practices with parents including parent-teacher conferences, student progress reports, reasonable access to staff, and opportunities to volunteer, participate and observe classroom activities. Staff is expected to participate in professional development activities that support their work with families and communities to build ties between home and school. Above all, school staff is expected to show respect for parents and to value parent contributions.  Schools should have a welcoming, warm atmosphere that encourages families to visit, participate and contribute to the education of their children.

As part of the compact, families are encouraged to be responsible for supporting children’s learning by making sure children attend school, have adequate sleep, medical care and nutrition, complete their homework, and spend a reasonable, limited amount of time watching television or playing computer games and participating in work or extra curricular activities.  Parent responsibilities may include participating in the decision making process about their children’s education,  serving on school planning teams, attending conferences with teachers, holding high expectations for their children’s learning, showing respect for school staff,  and encouraging their children to do well in school.

Students should be held accountable for their own learning and success at school by participating in the process of developing the School-Parent Compact.  For their part of the compact, students are encouraged to come to school every day ready to learn, show respect to school staff and students, follow school rules and procedures, attend student led conferences, complete assignments and homework, encourage parents to become involved in their education and to participate in school activities, talk with parents about school experiences and concerns, limit extra curricular activities, work, TV watching, computer game playing and internet usage,  and make plans for future careers.

The Indiana Department of Education, Title I Office of Academic Support, encourages schools to develop compacts that  include specific activities for building partnerships with parents such as weekly student progress reports (standards based), monthly school improvement planning team meetings, weekly newsletters with opportunities for parents to participate and volunteer as well as school contact information, and online parent access to student information (assignments, grades, attendance, discipline).
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