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Raising the Bar (  Meeting the Challenge


Title I Schoolwide Toolkit

School~Parent Compact  (  Sample Strategies

· Hold an annual meeting to inform parents of the school’s participation in Title I, Part A programs, and to explain the Title I, Part A requirements, and the right of parents to be involved in Title I, Part A programs, including the School-Parent Compact.  Involve parents in the planning, review, and improvement of the school’s parental involvement policy, in an organized, ongoing, and timely way.

· Distribute all Title I required documents (policy, compacts) by mail prior to your meetings.  Post these documents on the school website and in school newsletters. Create a link for parent feedback on the website (discussion format, email contact).
· Include parent involvement policy, school-parent compact, and parents’ rights, parent opportunities for involvement as well as student policies, discipline procedures, and assessment program in the student handbook.

· Provide information and meetings for parents with children who have special needs or limited English, and who are migrants, homeless or from poverty and/or minority backgrounds.

· Hold the annual parent-teacher conferences at convenient times (day and evening sessions) to inform parents about the School-Parent compact.

· Give parents brief evaluation forms to complete about the compact to determine effectiveness.
· Create student portfolios (paper and/or electronic folders) with student work samples, assessment results, and graphs of progress.  Have students share portfolios during student led conferences.

· Discuss the results of student assessments and achievement during parent conferences and community meetings.
· Have bilingual staff available for families during parent conferences.
· Recognize and respect diverse cultures and overcome barriers to involvement (provide   transportation, flexible meeting times, child care, home visits, multicultural events).
· Send home weekly progress reports/charts that are jointly created by teachers and students.  Teach students how to share the reports with parents.

· Send home copies of individual student assessment reports with explanations of results to parents (state, district, school, classroom assessments).  Teach students how to understand results and share them with family members. 
· Send home outlines of school courses (learning goals, objectives, content, time lines, expectations, resources, assignments, projects and assessments with due dates, student presentations, school and classroom activities, and grading scale or rubric).
· Post homework and daily assignments on teacher/classroom websites that can be accessed by students and families. Include a link for feedback and questions along with teacher email and phone number.

· Allow confidential parent access to school website to view own child’s records, including attendance, grades, assignment completion, and discipline.
· Create a parent resource center in the school with books and materials that parents can check out and use at home with children (Books on tape, Leap pads with books, magnetic letters, writing notebooks, books about reading with children, Reference books).  Ask for parent volunteers to work in the resource center.  Include information for ELL parents in their language. Provide local resource information including GED programs and adult literacy services.

· Send a monthly newsletter to families from the principal that includes family events and opportunities to be involved that month at school as well as ideas for working with their children at home.

· Develop parent volunteer activities for the school and classrooms (short term, long term opportunities). 
· Provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive and effective learning environment that enables the participating children to meet the State’s student academic achievement standards (differentiated learning activities, interventions for students not mastering standards, project based learning activities)
· Ask parents with expertise on particular subjects or careers to make a presentation to students.
· Provide parents with a list of community resources for parent/children learning opportunities (museums, libraries, historical places, local points of interest, natural resource learning centers at parks). 
· Develop a list of community service agencies for parents.  Hold workshops with agencies set up at various tables for parents to rotate among.
· Create partnerships with local service agencies and businesses to provide services for students at school (public health department-vaccinations, mental health-counseling, and dental, medical, or optometric exams).
· Encourage local businesses and agencies to support parent involvement in schools (time off to attend school conferences and activities).
· Develop partnerships with faith based organizations that may provide tutoring, resources and supplies for students and families.
· Develop student intern and volunteer programs in local businesses and organizations.
· Ask community members to serve on school planning teams and advisory committees.
· Conduct InSAI surveys (parent, teacher, administrator, student and community surveys) to gather input and feedback from school stakeholders.
· Hold professional development workshops and training for school staff and parents on the six major components for creating school/family/community partnerships (Epstein, 1998): Communication, Parenting, Student Learning, Volunteering, School Decision-Making and Community Collaboration.

· Ask parents to serve on policy advisory groups, such as being the Title I, Part A parent representative on the school’s School Improvement Team, the Title I Policy Advisory Committee, the District wide Policy Advisory Council, the State’s Committee of Practitioners, the School Support Team or other school advisory or policy groups
· Involve parents in the joint development of any schoolwide program plan, in an organized, ongoing, and timely way.

· Provide information to parents of participating students in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon the request of parents with disabilities, and, to the extent practicable, in a language that parents can understand.

· Provide to parents of participating children information in a timely manner about Title I, Part A programs that includes a description and explanation of the school’s curriculum, the forms of academic assessment used to measure children’s progress, and the proficiency levels students are expected to meet.

· On the request of parents, provide opportunities for regular meetings for parents to formulate suggestions, and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions about the education of their children.  The school will respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible.

· Provide each parent timely notice when their child has been assigned or has been taught for four (4) or more consecutive weeks by a teacher who is not highly qualified within the meaning of the term in section 200.56 of the Title I Final Regulations (67 Fed. Reg. 71710, December 2, 2002).

· Recommend to the local educational agency (LEA), the names of parents of participating children of Title I, Part A programs who are interested in serving on the State’s Committee of Practitioners and School Support Teams.

· Notify parents of the school’s participation in Early Reading First, Reading First and Even Start Family Literacy Programs operating within the school, the district and the contact information.

· Work with the LEA in addressing problems, if any, in implementing parental involvement activities in section 1118 of Title I, Part A.

· Work with the LEA to ensure that a copy of the SEA’s written complaint procedures for resolving any issue of violation(s) of a Federal statute or regulation of Title I, Part A programs is provided to parents of students and to appropriate private school officials or representatives.
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